The tradition of protest

CHAPTER 3 | .
in Jamaica

aica ha i i :
i;i;?rery throsuz }t()[rl-lli g:;t:gn f;i:;;tizl:]ce, s'tretchm'g from the early years of
! period. During slavery the resistance
took a variety of forms, from passive acts of protest such as malingering and
sabotage to violent rebellion. The Maroons, run-away slaves \fho egsta?)
lishec_l communities in the interior of the island, also attacked plantati:)ln;
and, in the early eighteenth century, threatened the viability of the colon
It was the rebellions and the slave conspiracies, however, which left a mozé
direct legacy for the rebels at Morant Bay.

Slave rebellions in Jamaica have been far more numerous than elsewhere
in the British Caribbean and on a considerably larger scale than those in the
United States. In Barbados, for example, there were no major rebellions for
over a century from the late seventeenth century to the early nineteenth.'
The largest outbreak in the United States, the Nat Turner Rebellion in 1831,
consisted of only seventy slaves. Many rebellions in Jamaica, on the other
hand. involved hundreds of slaves; in the most serious outbreaks, thousands

&Y

of slaves took part.
There have been a number of explanations for the significant number of

g the high ratio of slaves to whites. Jamaica
pared to the number of whites on
nth centuries slaves outnumbered

rebellions in Jamaica, includin
had a heavy concentration of slaves com

the island: in the seventeenth and eightee
whites by more than ten to one and by more than thirteen to one in the

nineteenth century. This was markedly different from Barbados, where a

more stable white population meant that the comparable ratio there was four
e United States only two states had slave

slaves for every white. In th
bered the whites; in every other state,

populations which slightly outnum

whites were in the majority.
Some have also argued that the ratio of creole slaves (those born in the
colony) to African slaves was important. In this view, creole slaves had
] than African slaves,

more at stake in the system and were less likely to rebe
mported to the colony. Again, there

especially those who had recently been i
was a greater percentage of Africans in the Jamaican slave population than
e significant for

in Barbados or in the United States. While this ratio may b '
Jamaica in the seventeenth and eighteemh centuries, it has less bearing In
the nineteenth when creole slaves led a major rebellion.
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4 The politics and culture of protest

Other factors might also be useful in explaining the slave rehelr:
Jamaica. The marked degree of absentee ownership ilm.onw \:;be”‘]% L
island contrasts sharply with the patterns of white residen? ow:ss-"-] [}-]e
Barbados and in the United States. Also, Jamaica's geography T.]im
mountamous and often inaccessible interior, offered hiding praces f(;r relt;el a
A further element (which was not unique to Jamaica) was the impact (:f
social, religious and political ideas, especially toward the end of the ejgh-
eenth and beginning of the nineteenth centuries. The campaigns of the
abolitionists. first to abolish the slave trade and then slavery itself, influ-

enced the slaves as did the example of the Haitian revolution.’
ggest that slave rebellions were

Recent refinements to these arguments su
more likely to occur where the forces of control were weakened or dis-
tracted and also when slave expectations were frustrated.” This was particu-
larly the case when slaves believed they were to be freed, bul that the
planters or local authorities were withholding their freedom. An examina-
tion of some of the major rebellions 1n Jamaica bears out many of these
observations. _

The first serious slave rebellion which the British encountered in Jamaicd
occurred in 1673. less than twenty years after they first arrived in the island.
It involved 300 slaves, mostly from the Gold Coast (Ghana), who worked

‘hey murdered their master
resisted attacks

on a large plantation in the parish of St Ann. 1
the slaves _
r dis-

and fled to the interior of the island. There,
against them and, according to a contemporary writer, were “neve

lodged’. Indeed, the slaves
almost destroyed the first parties that pursued them which TOI
only discouraged other parties from going against them put a .s:j)
Encouraged many other negroes (0 rise. committ barbarities, an

then fly to them severall instances of which Soon followed.

he two major Maroon communitics

These rebels formed the basis of one of
of the seven[eemh

which ()ccurre-d in

he Gold Coast and
n rebellion.

ar to have

on the island.”
This was not an isolated outbreak. The last quarter

century witnessed several more rebellions. the largest of
1690. In that year more than 500 slaves, almost all from .
belonging to an estate in the parish of Clarendon, broke out 1
Although many of them were captured or killed, others appe
joined the existing band of Maroons.”

The number of rebellions increased significantly in the eight
tury. Mary Turner, an authority on the slave rebellion of 1831, r:”;‘.}
and rebellions against slavery in eighteenth-century Jamaica as ¢!
moreover, she calculates that such outbreaks occurTe
every five years. Since Maroons were involved in many of t
the whites waged a campaign against them between 1725 and |

(

eenth cen-
yards riots
demic’d

hese re¢
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) suppress the Maroons proved to be costly and difficult. Betwee
1734, for example, the whites spent fll)il,()()(l in i \'|i1‘1 ,(I\':-W.u"
Maroons. Whet peace wis finally declared in 171‘; )'1:‘1 ::t]" ihj
lated that the Maroons should return I'llllil\\'&l}'-ﬁli‘l\lu“\ (o :l“:
ave rebellions and riots continued to plague the L‘L\‘(;Il\' . ’
s rebellion of the eighteenth cvnlury broke out in“ .176()
rebellion, after the name of the African rebel chief, ii

attempt U
1730 and
destroy the
rreaty SUpU
whites. Yet sl

The most seriou
Known ds Tacky's
oceurred while the
Spain and France.

British were engaged in the Seven Years™ War against
This meant that imperial forces were more cnm'cmc'd
about external attacks than internal rebellions. Moreover, the war played
havoc with the CCONOMY: SULAr eXports were reduced by half and the cm:l of
impﬂﬂt‘d goods was doubled. In assessing the rebellion, Michael Craton
concludes that slaves were encouraged to resist because of the weakening of

the armed forces.’

The rebellion was onc of the bloodiest in Jamaica’s history. It lasted for

six months and resulted n the death of sixty whites and the loss of over
1.000 slaves, 500 of whom were ecither killed or committed suicide and
another 500 lrunsportcd out of the colony. The Akan-speaking Coromantee
slaves from the Gold Coast who were al the heart of the outbreak aimed at
the entire extirpation of the white inhabitants: the enslaving of all such
negroes as might refuse to join then and the partition of the island into
principalities in the African mode . .. 3 The rebellion was an island-

hich shocked the planters and was equal in its impact to
831 as well as the Morant Bay rebellion over

small
wide conspiracy W
the Christmas rebellion of |

a century later.”
There were fewer outbreaks in the

century, although several conspiracies were disce
Yet the most serious slave rebellion in Jamaica's history wits yet to come.
It broke out two days after Christmas in 183 1. Although the rebellion lasted
less than two weeks, it did massive damage 1o property and involved
thousands of slaves. One estimate SUBECSLS (hat 20,000 slaves may have
been involved in the rebellion, more than 200 of whom were killed during
l‘hc rf:b'“'”i“" and a further 300 executed. Property valued atover £1.000,000
;:e;]]énfo“;)"“ If:k'?*'lmycd.“’ The C hlristmus rc'hcl]ion or the “Baptist Wu.r'. as i.l
variety 0‘_;‘ NOWIL, Wids a crucial event in the uhohtmnlnl_ slavery. In 2
As with c:ys l.t’al.so foreshadowed the Mm.'ant Bay rebellion. N
rebellion can en,t'\ fu M"ram Bay mt')rc than th'lr'ly years later, the C hnslm;ls
had. affected ‘; al ‘d'llmc of ccomlmuc and p()ll[lCI.ll strc.?‘s. A scvcr%' dl.*(‘w.ug l‘l
Food way scar;m.]dwa and C.lll‘t:jllcd the production of lgrom.ul pmvmmjlt.
Was followed be dnd.;xp‘f“-‘ilw_:, and when heavy rains hlltlthc island, hunger
It was ot Only ep'l emics of ._s'l.nallpox'and dysentery- o
dlso heighten y material ‘_«‘Undnuons which created disaffection. Thcrc.wa.s
ed degree of political consciousnEss among the slaves stimu-

first few decades of the nineteenth
yvered in 1823 and 1824.
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lated by the resistance of local whites to the British government, |y 183]
and under pressure from the Anli-Slavur}f Society, the British gnvernmen{
took steps to ameliorate the condition of the slaves. It sent OUt a revigeq
Order in Council outlining improvements to th cnacted locall.y on behalf of
the slaves. The response 1n Jamaica was prcdtclablc: {hc whucs' organized
a series of 1sland-wide mectings to dcnpuncc the interference of l'hc Hom.e
government in its internal aftairs. Whites even began to r‘cq)r?s_ndcr thelr_
allegiance to the Crown: if Britain would n()‘l pl-.ntc.t; th:I )ul;nltluunn of
slavery, perhaps the United States could be t‘ﬂf.()tlhl}_.,ﬁ ;0,, C ;ln-e'm] "
The whites discussed these developments Ul"':'{y m ']“‘hprpsmvef were
little concern about the possible ef’tqcts on tlh.c ..':de::m“(:n-m Er;gland.
consequently made aware of the gmwmg anlijzslatt ry ‘-'L:tion of the Britis
As the whites became more vociferous 1n thc_:r du?un;1 l) R
government. many slaves came to the c(mch'mon [h-dt ;-.:{’dom Since they
freed, but that the whites were withholding [hle‘ IhL: would not meet
believed that they were tree, the slm-'cs‘surmlscd’ [hd[t‘l ﬂLﬁ;bc”jon; et
any resistance from the King’s troops - (hc e1w.m 0~lave‘5 even asserted
the soldiers might even come to their a{d. .So.me .sh’ re:bellion s £oE
that gunpowder unloaded from a naval ship during the
emi. - . Many
" This naive belief in the Crown had echoes at Morant Bha{.én‘ii‘:’in The
people 1n Jamaica believed that the Queen cquld nevqr : 211 d throughout
Queen’s Advice’, a government document which was circu ah' 3 seni. HEm
the island that year. They also maintained that the Queen ' " ghe soods
clothes and money during the summer of 1865, only to hd“’eAt Fadans
diverted by the planters to the Indian indentured labourers. THa?
stages of the rebellion, Paul Bogle made it clear that he was nol Fi o fliE
against the Queen. There was even a hope that the Queen would rep d L1d
current set of white authorities and send others with whom the rebels co
negotiate. ' ‘
%"he leadership of the Christmas rebellion was also comparable to that at
Morant Bay. Sam Sharpe, the rebel leader, was an urban slave, educated and
well thought of by his master. He was highly articulate and became a leaqef
in the Baptist church as well as a ‘Daddy’ or *Ruler’ in the Native BapI_ISI
church. Much like Bogle, then, who was a deacon in the Native Baptist
church, Sharpe used the organization of the church to organize the rebel-
lion. As Mary Turner has suggested, ‘the Baptist war . . . was essentially the
Native Baptist war; its leaders shaped mission teaching to their own ends’."’
Sharpe Planned a campaign of passive resistance for the period just after
Ch_rlstmas, 1831: the slaveg would simply cease work until their owners
paid their wages and thereby conceded that the slaves were free. However,

Shar : ¢ i i ' . 1
pe alsq developed an alternative strategy of armed rebellion in case
Passive resistance fajled 6
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— of Sharpe’s methods were quite similar to those employed by Paul
For example. like Bohgle, ht" made use of oaths to exact loyalty from
his Confedemtes. At a meeting before the 1831 rebellion, Sharpe asserted
that ‘if ~Buckra” wogld pay them, they would work as before; but if any
at[empt was made to force them to work as slgvcs. then they would fight for
their t'rcedom.'” The oath was taken on a Bible:
caid we must sit down. We are free. Must not work again
le took a Bible out of his pocket. Made

( half pay. I
d not work again until we got half pay.

Bogle-

Sharp¢
unless W¢ £0
me swear that 1 woul
yth included promising ‘not [to] trouble anybody or
»ath taken just before the outbreak
those accepting it vowed ‘not to
19

One yversion of the 0O¢
e any rc:bellion'.“" However. another ¢
als 3 Tl » ! .
; rebellion was more threate ning:

g their freedom’.

of t{’; 11 they had cucceeded in gettin
ﬂu:llfhe oaths taken by the slaves In 1831 and by the ex-slaves in 1865
usion of religion and politics, but on¢ in which political goals
Morant Bay rebellion were

aptist war and the
d around religious meetings and

raditions. As Mary Turner has
d ‘some degree of political

ent a fu
repl’t’&é'n[
were dominant. Both the B
;. but they were basc
nd Native Baptist

poli[i\.' ]
. nired by Bapuistad '
it demonstrate

artly Inspir 3 ‘ _
pnmmented on the 1831 rebellion,
o rurity among the slaves. They had created a protest movement . .. -
e f]ad been suhordinatcd to political aims’.2" The same analysis

which religion

s to Morant Bay. o _
differences between the two rebellions.

appli o

pPl”hcre were, of course, significant
The Christmas rebellion was far more widespread than Morant Bay. It
arishes of the island rather than being restricted

‘ar more property. Perhaps
in the slave rebellion than
»f those involved in
their trecdom, a
antations. At
caning-

f the western p

and it resulted In the destruction of t

participants took part
ble to contrast the aims ¢
ves were secking

engulfed all o
to on¢ parish.
a5 many as ten times more pat
at Morant Bay. It 1s also possi
the rebellions. In the Baptist war sla
freedom they defined as the right to wo
Morant Bay the rebels were intent on Ma
ful; they were there about more specitic
ustice, acce and low and irregular pay.
f each re some striking stmil

were Uppnscd to the

rk for wages on the pl
king their freedom more m
fore concerned grievances such as
ss to land,
bellion revealed
es could be tfound who
ht to protect the plant
differences within the
attle pen in St James, for example, the head
buildings from being destroyed, only
the lead of a recently-released prisoner who sct
ards to defend their estates, others
st the sugar without white

the lack of ]
Yet the course O arities. In
ase, slaves and ex-slav
t, soug
1mes reflected class

each ¢ |
rebels or, at the very leas ations on which they
worked. These divisions some
nity. On onec €

plantation commu
ght to safeguard the

driver in 1831 sou
1o find the slaves following
them on fire. Some slaves mounted gu
worked normally during the rebellion to harve
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supervision, and still others hid n lh;i \?'()()cjis. Most of these responges Were
repeated during the Morant Bay chdhon.. - N b
The suppression of both rchcllmn's was savage. Soldiers and nuiftmmen
seem to have regarded all blacks i th.c affected arcas as encmies ang
subject to immediate rc[rihulu?n. Runnmg away from ‘[hc.?oldlcrs Was
reearded as sufficient proof of guilt am.d alleged rmglc‘}dczs were ofien
ex?:cu[cd without trial. The courts martial were shams; m.lhc Christmgs
rebellion, out of ninety-nine slaves tried at f\flm‘ucg().Buy. e.i‘ghly-l(m‘c were
executed. Prisoners were sometimes excecuted for minor offences, Suq,] a\
Killine estate stock. and whole slave villages on some of the rebel estates

were destroyed.™ o
The extent of the 1831 rebellion as well as the brutal manner in which it

was put down had widespread rcvcrbcmligns in Englm‘id. MOSL 1ﬁlﬁ€0vﬂzn‘;fi
it had the effect of speeding up emancipation: the Act freeing L‘b i iave;
passed less than two years after the rebellion had begun. Eor th}:’ex.-sm dnd
too. the rebellion was not forgotten; it surfaced later during the riot

rebellions of the post-emancipation period.

Post-emancipation riots and rebellions

"' Recent research suggests that the Morant Bay rebellion was not zm.xsollil;c‘d
phenomenon in the years following emancipation. During 1he‘pt’ri?d : ILJ
' 1838 there were numerous riots and conspiracies, several of which h'd
the potential of becoming island-wide revolts. The rebellion at Morant Bay
has overshudowed these earlier events, but it is important to place Morant
Bay both in the context of slave rebellions and of resistance in the post-
emancipation period.*? :
As with slave rebellions, the post-emancipation outbreaks had certain
elements in common. Rumours of re-enslavement helped to spark the
conspiracies and disturbances of 1839 and 1848 as well as Morant Bay
itself. The threat of re-enslavement was often associated with the possibility
of Jamaica joining the United States as a slave state. Other issues. including
disputes over rents and wages as well as problems about land, were also
conducive to riots and conspiracies in this period.™
~ Several of these elements were prominent in a conspiracy which came to
light in July, 1839. It arose from arumour that ‘the white and brown people
\\'Frf: £oing to surround the chapel on the st of August [the first anniversary
ot tull freedoml. and Kill the black men, and make the women slaves
machetes o pro ey ” l:dd“’.”)’ conscqtugntly purchased( gUH*- d
protect themselves. They also carried out target practice and
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drilling exercises and, quite signif'icantly. adopted the n
of the 1831 slave rebellion in these drills.

The fear of re-enslavement was one of the driving forces of this con-
spiracy. Another was the problem of land. As Lorna Simmonds suggests,
for the labourers ‘acquiring land was the true indicator that freedom had
been properly achicved’.*® Ex-slaves were therefore prepared to ‘fight” for
access to land. As one labourer, Edward Campbell, put it:

ames of the leaders

the black people were going to fight in August, if the white and
brown people did not deliver up the land to them . . . That there
must be a fight to get their lands; that if the last fight [the 1831
slave rebellion] did not happen, they would not get their freedom
so soon; and that everybody did not join in the last war, but now
all were free, and must help in the fight that was coming.?

The Christmas rebellion was the model for these ex-slaves. Moreover,
just as in that rebellion and at Morant Ba)./ as well, there were reports that
the Queen and her forces would be on their side. There was also a sugges-
tion that the Maroons would come to the aid of the labourers. Although no
outbreak occurred, whites reportedly left the affected areas in anticipation
of a rebellion.

Nine years later, in 1848, another conspiracy was discovered among the
ex-slaves in western Jamaica. This time the conspiracy was accompanied
by a series of protests and riots. Again, the ex-slaves regarded 1 August as
the day the whites would choose to re-enslave the blacks. The date was
particularly significant, as it was the tenth anniversary of full freedom. In
addition, the labourers and peasants were concerned about the threat of
increased taxation as well as a lowering of wages on the estates.™

The late 1840s was a particularly difficult time for Jamaica. The British
government had announced the equalization of sugar duties in 1846, result-
ing ultimately in the loss of protection for sugar produced in the British
colonies. In Jamaica this created an economic crisis for the planters. They
therefore sought to depress wages on the estates, often by as much as 25 per
cent. However, many ex-slaves regarded this development as a first step
toward the reintroduction of slavery.

The peasants and labourers were also disturbed by the planters’ public
;;“(:2‘{1;:}1 /T\(:Vm 18311, the [I)l.antcrs hcld. meetings lo.dcnouncc the acti‘mls of
5 possibilify ]tlr]rllin;nt Agclun., annexation lo_lllnlz _Umu:d States was raiscd as
i pros wiﬁch .“:]kzzwha;s ﬁlycx‘yuddcd Cl'Cd‘lbIlll.y by rcpprts in the A“mer—_
MCXition. Moreqye. tthL, l.\‘[rL.SSC-d state of the lﬁ.la!]d with lh‘c benefits of

» the planters were complaining that freedom had

been
granted t ' g . S :
lavery 00 quickly and were speculating on the chances of reimposing
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Just as the planters came together in their denunciation of the Briyg
government, blacks involved i the conspiracy sought to create ﬁrliflllt:}l
using colour to appeal for support. A hcadman on an estate in H;mivc{
reported being approached by several men who said, *‘Mr Brown, now you
are all black., we must stand to our colour.”™ There were also

ons of brown people for helping the whites to suppress the 1831
olution continued (o

see we
condemnati
rebellion. The 1831 rebellion as well as the Haitian rev
serve as modcels of protest.

One of the complaints of the blacks wa
‘Buckra Law'. The labourcrs were particul
and bookkecpers on the sugar estates.
there were reports that black B
Baptist missionaric

s directed at *White Man’s’ or
arly incensed at their treatment
In addition, as in the
aptist leaders were
s denied any in-

by overscers
1831 slave rebellion,
leading the resistance, although the
volvement in any such plans.”

The whites took the threat of revolt scriously. Some moved out of the

threatened districts. Although the Governor, Charles Grey, was sccptinﬂ
about an outbreak, he none the less (ransferred members of the West India
Regiment to strategic points in the affected areas. Grey also sent @ warship
to Montego Bay and to Savanna-la-Mar to calm the western part of lhf?
island. In addition, Grey issued a proclamation designed to dispel I'lll'ﬂ()l"rb
, of re-enslavement. The proclamation made it clear that there Was no inten-
' tion to revoke emancipation.”

While there was no general outbreak, there we
various parts of the island. In July disturbances took pl
St Elizabeth and also in Clarendon. Some of the people invo
of the conspiracy. Later in the year a rio
nn, in which two people were
d by a riot on an ¢

re localised protests in
ace 1n Black River,
ved in these
t occurred in
killed and several pcop'lc
state in St Thomas 1M
eccking

protests were aware
Brown’s Town, St A
seriously wounded. It was followe _
the Vale that involved over 150 estate workers who resisted police S
the most serious outbreak during the year
ate in St Mary."!

tion. The pcople on the estale
y the collecting Constuhlc,‘
ity because of
came O

to execute warrants. However,
broke out in August on Goshen cst

The main issue in the Goshen riots was laxa
objected to the high tax assessments made b
Richard Rigg, and to his appropriation of personal prope
unpaid taxes. Since Rigg was told that he would be killed if he
Goshen, he brought along two policemen when he travelled 10 (he estate. In

> cours i : - : ; - .omen were
the course of carrying out his dutics, Rigg 4s well as the policemen e .
le armce

attacked and seriously wounded by a crowd of at least 200 peoP poni
1 I . . arre . aodIns
with sticks. When the police returned a week later to [qeue warrants 484

twenty-four people involved in the assault, they were :
ons. This !

men and women armed with sticks and some weap irmish
appears 1o have been carefully planned: the mob consisted of p"op, Y
n the mélce some

several other parishes as well as a few Maroons. |
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policemen were sertously wounded and all fled. Another detachment of
police met the same fate the following week, and it took the 2nd West India
Regiment to restore order.™

The Goshen riots were directed against the tax system, which the people
on the estate considered unjust. Governor Grey also regarded the assess-
ments as unfair and was worried about the possibility of a serious escalation
in the level of violence. He had good reason to be alarmed: one of the
policemen who went with Riggs to Goshen reported hearing the people say
they would ‘murder Mr Rigg, and the police in particular; and that the St
Jan;es's war would be nothing to what they would commence.’™ Although
seventeen years had passed since the 1831 slave rebellion, it clearly re-
mained an important symbol.

Two other riots — both of which occurred in 1859 — were also significant
precursors of Morant Bay. The first, which tm~)k place in February, was
directed against the toll-gates in several parts of Westmoreland. Residents
ore down the toll-gates in at least four different places in the parish,
suggesting a concerted campaign against them. Public lgelmg against Fhe
tolls had been vented in a petition sent to the Governor six months earlier.
but he had ignored it. When some of the offenders were tried for their part
in the assault on the toll-gates, people attacked the police station. Peace
was ultimately restored when troops arrived from Port Royal.™

The second major riot in 1859 developed over a property dispute involv-
ine Florence Hall estate near the town of Falmouth. The controversy was
be?ween 4 coloured man, Theodore Buie, and his Scottish aunt who sought
10 evict him from the property. Buie and about sixty others were arrestgd.
but before they could be brought to trial a large crowd attacked the pouce
station and freed them. As the assailants continued to stone the police
station, the police fired on them, killing two women and severely wognding
eight or nine others, one of whom died a few days later. During the ru')t. -lhe
crowd set fire to the police station and prevented anyone from extinguishing
it. They also tried to burn down other parts of the town, and succeeded in
destroying the Falmouth wharf. Together, the events at Falmouth and Flor-
ence Hall have usually been described as a riot, but there were commenta-
tors at the time who believed that the situation was far more serious and_\lhat
it bordered on rebellion. Moreover, much of it occurred on 1 August, ithe
twenty-first anniversary of full freedom. Although it may have been coin-
Cidental that the trial of Buie and his associates was set for that date,
Slfnr_nonds maintains that ‘it was the perfect time to protest the absence of
fa justice for black Jamaicans . . . .*¥
af;?lcedrioct’s in 1859 highlighted some of the issues w_hich pmvﬂ‘)'u?(:ll)l/‘
i MOranp[ ;l:em}z;pc:panon Jamaica a.nd would pr()Ye crucial .SIX. y_e;u \t td,;]_
Btes, were :):- __l_gh taxes, whether in the form of assessmcms. or u- ‘( _‘

serious problem for the mass of the people, especially as the
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oportion of the taxes onto the ex-slaves
of justice, which was an important
ading factors in the outbreak at

Morant Bay. In both the Florence Hall riots and the Morant Bay rebellion,
also major victims of the authorites.

d by a long history of slave

on period. Many

4 “D

|cpislature had shifted a heavy pr
and away from the plantocracy. The lack
clement in the Buie case, was one of the le

women were major actors and
The Morant Bay rebellion, then, was precede
rebellions as well as a series of riots in the p()st-emancipati
of the people involved in these riots continued to look to the rebellions as
models of resistance. especially the 1831 Christmas rebellion. HoweVver, the
agenda of the rioters was different in the period after emancipation. It
nslavement and regarded access (o
reating the

included resisting any attempt at re-¢
land as a measure of full freedom. Above all. this meant €
This would also be the 3&"3“‘3’” al

conditions for a meaningful freedom.

Morant Bay.
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